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NEW SAFETY HOUSE FOR GREEN RIVER
The Green River Firefighters Association has taken delivery of a new mobile Safety

House. The fund raising for the Safety House was a long term project, with the new unit
being delivered almost three years to the day from the initiation of the project. The Safety
House is a 29’ unit produced by Surrey.

The Green River Firefighters Association is an organization of 69 fire departments
serving eight counties.

The Safety House will be used to teach more than just fire safety, as the Association begins to teach safety
from all hazards. This follows the lead of the Kentucky Firefighters Association with the Risk Watch Program,
which  addresses all hazards.

Severe Weather is a major concern in Western Kentucky, from storms with heavy lighting to tornadoes. The
new Safety House has a Storm Awareness package that uses a sound system, strobe lights, and other re-
sources to simulate different types of storm events.

The new house is a single level unit which will allow safety education to be delivered to adults as well as
children. This allows the Association to address the USFA priorities of both children under 14 and adults over 65.
The single level still has the same components of the traditional two level, including kitchen, living room and
bedroom.

The Safety House cost just under $35,000. The Association received a 2002 USFA Fire Prevention Grant
award in the amount of $20,000 and raised the additional $15,000 through donations.

The Association will continue to operate their original Safety House, which was purchased in 1998. This unit
has been highly successful and continues to be on the road on a weekly basis. Having two units will allow the
Association to better serve the 69 member fire departments and the communities they serve.

Both the existing and new Safety Houses will be stationed at the Area 3 Training Center in Calhoun. The State
Fire Rescue Training Staff coordinates scheduling of the Safety Houses. Robin Long places her magic touch on
the scheduling process. Training of fire department personnel on the use of both safety houses is a joint effort
between Association personnel and Area 3 Fire Rescue Training staff.

As part of the new Safety House being placed in to service, the Green River Association’s tow vehicle, a 1984
International truck, has received new paint courtesy of a local auto body collision center. New gold leaf lettering
finished out the new look. This truck is funded by the Association and operates side by side with the Area 3 Fire
Rescue Training truck. The Green River truck carries a three bottle cascade system which becomes beneficial
when it is towing the burn trailer or smoke maze trailer.

Many Association personnel have been involved in the Safety House project. The current officers of the
Association include President Harvey Henderson, Daviess County FD; 1st Vice President Robert Cooper, Thruston
Philpot FD; 2nd Vice President Danny Froehlich, Owensboro FD; Secretary George Caskey, Central City FD;
and Treasurer Pat Thompson, Airport Sorgho FD.
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 President
Dale Harshbarger

Greetings once again fellow brothers and
sisters of the Kentucky Firefighters Association.  I
hope this issue of “Smoke Signals II” finds you and
your family doing well.  As we begin another winter
season of cold and dreary weather, I hope that the
upcoming holidays will brighten your spirits as we
wish you and your family happy holidays.

It is also that time of year that the KFA will be
diligently working for you , the membership.  Sylvan
Smith and Gerald Stewart have already begun to
meet with our friends in Frankfort.

Sylvan has assembled an email list that he sends
out with the legislative actions and the action that is
needed by the membership.  If you are not on that
list and wish to be, please contact Sylvan at
ssmithky1@aol.com and he will be delighted to in-
clude you on that list.  I would also like to remind
each of you that when legislative issues need ac-
tion and our legislators need to be contacted we
must make our voice heard as one.

Sylvan and I have had the good fortune of travel-
ing to various association meetings.  We have heard
your concerns and I can assure you that we will do
everything in our power for what is most beneficial
and advantageous for the Kentucky Fire Service.
We would like to continue meeting folks and attend-
ing regional association meetings.  If the associa-
tion president or regional director could send either
Sylvan or I your meeting schedule, we will try and
work it into ours.

On another note, by the time the legislative ses-
sion rolls around, the Commonwealth will also have
a new governor.  We encourage you to get to know
the new governor and his staff and invite them out to
your regional association meetings as well as keep-
ing them informed about the important legislative
issues facing the fire and EMS services of our great
state.

The KFA membership will soon see some very
positive and upbeat programs coming your way.
First we are excited about some of the future
changes regarding this publication.  In January 2004
Mrs. Melanie Hillard will assume the responsibility
of the KFA web site and Smoke Signals publica-
tion.  Melanie is a very talented young lady with a

vision and technical purpose in communicating our
message to the membership.  Melanie will have
some big shoes to fill and we believe that she is up
to the challenge.

Partially putting the cart before the horse, it should
be noted that Mrs. Hillard will take over a project that
has been managed by our very good friend Woody
Will.  Woody has advised the Executive Board  that
he would like to retire from the management of the
web site and Smoke Signals II by the end of the year.
On behalf of the Executive Board and the KFA mem-
bership we applaud you Mr. Will for your efforts, hard
work and the love and inspiration you have given each
of us.  Your contributions will certainly be missed but
not forgotten.

In closing, we are taking and making reservations
for the 2004 conference in Northern Kentucky.  The
Northern Kentucky team has an awesome task
ahead of them and they are very capable of making
your visit to Northern Kentucky a pleasant one.

The next KFA Executive Board meeting will take
place at the Green River Officers School in
Owensboro.  This meeting is an open meeting and
we invite each of you to join us and hear the commit-
tee reports of the hard work the committee mem-
bers have been carrying out.

Until then, Take care and please, BE SAFE!
Yours in Service
Dale A. Harshbarger, President

KY FIRE COMMISSION
Ronnie Day, Director

It’s time once again for State Aid, please
make sure that you have your proper docu-

mentation in to the office, if you are doubt  please
contact Jean Casey at 1-800-782-6823.   Also if you
have a private loan please let Jean know.

Our phone number is still 1-800-782-6823 how-
ever our extensions have changed, Ronnie Day
63478, Steve Calhoun 63479, Wayne Mullannix
63180,  Sherry Spradling   63472, Mary Adams
63475,  Jean Casey  63476, Betsy Watkins 63480,
Vicki McDonald 63481.

We want to welcome a new staff member to our
team, Betsy Watkins. Betsy is the Business Affairs
Assistant.

We will be sending out updates for the Fire Com-
mission Red book.  Please be looking for these in
the near future, if you need a red book please let us
know.
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Treasurer’s Notes
by Terry Keller

Greetings everyone.  Hope every-
one had a Happy Thanksgiving and are looking for-
ward to a Mary Christmas and a well deserved New
Year.

Dues have been coming in slow.  A second mail-
ing will be done the first of the new year.  Each Vice
President is asked to contact the directors in their
area to encourage departments to join the state
association.  I know that for some departments
$75.00 is a lot of money, but the benefits that the
department receives from these dues outweigh the
expense.  Firefighters must convince their depart-
ment to get involved.  The state association can only
do what the membership asks.

Firefighters must be heard in Frankfort.  Our pro-
fessional and volunteer status cannot stay status
quo.  Smitty and Gerald will only be able to do so
much.  It will take all of us talking to our senators and
representatives so our voices are heard.  Even if
you only say “Hi” when you see them at home, they
will remember you as a firefighter.  If you do talk to
one of them, let Smitty and Gerald know.

The state will have elected a new governor this
month.  Our new governor must be reminded of the
needs of the fire/EMS service.  Our service needs
funding to train our people and update equipment.
No longer can we in the fire service stand by and
not have our programs funded.

The Executive Board along with the Fire Commis-
sion must see that all departments training records
are in order, so that every department qualifies for
state aid and incentive pay.  Every fire department
should take advantage of the training KCTCS pro-
vides and their local regional fire schools.  Support
your local fire and EMS seminars.
Should your department have any questions or con-
cerns give your vice president a call, or E-Mail them.
The only way for the Executive Board to know of
your concerns between conferences or E-Board
meetings is a phone call or E-Mail.  The upcoming
Executive Board meeting in February will be a full
committee Chairman and Executive Board meet-
ing.  Tell us your concerns.  Until then, stay safe.
Terry Keller, Treasurer

RRRRREGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL E E E E EMBERSMBERSMBERSMBERSMBERS

 Jackson Purchase
Firefighters Association

Steven Kyle, President
Greetings from “Far Western Kentucky”

and the Jackson Purchase Firefighters Asso-
ciation. We hope that everyone had a wonderful &
bountiful Thanksgiving. We send our best wishes to
the entire Kentucky Fire Service for a Merry Christ-
mas and a happy and prosperous New Year in 2004.
We would take this opportunity to remind you to re-
member those that are less fortunate during this
holiday season. Do not assume that all is well within
your community just because most of us are blessed
with wealth and are prosperous beyond our means.
Remember that wealth is not always associated with
having lots of money. In my opinion, being wealthy
includes having a wonderful family with a good wife
and being blessed with children; having good health;
enjoying good friends during the entire year; having
a job with a paycheck; having a roof over your head
and food on the table; having clothes to wear; living
in a free and God fearing land. The list goes on and
on and on. We really are blessed beyond our means.

The JPFA Bi Monthly meeting and election
of officers was conducted on Wednesday, No-
vember 5, 2003 at the Symsonia Fire Department
in Symsonia, Kentucky. The men and women at the
Symsonia Fire Department pulled out all of the stops
to make this a meeting to remember. There was
enough delicious food to feed the entire fire service.
These personnel know how to prepare a feast and
it is evident that they enjoy every minute of it. It is
also evident that they enjoy eating! Thanks to Chief
Lynn Howell, JPFA President Karen Freeman and
all of the Symsonia personnel for their efforts and
for inviting the JPFA to their house. If you missed
this meeting, it was definitely your loss. And if you
ever again get an invitation to eat with the Symsonia
Fire Department, do not pass it up.

State Fire Rescue Training Area One Coordina-
tor Charlie Lot was in attendance and updated the
group on upcoming events in our area and across
the state. As always we welcome Charlie to our
meetings and appreciate his attendance. Charlie
and SFRT are an integral part of the JPFA.
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‘Regional Embers’ continued on next page

grants.   Rest assured that the funds will be put to
good use in both of these departments.

The Jackson Purchase Firefighters Associa-
tion is on line at www.jpfaky.com. The web site
is still under construction and is not complete but we
are working on it. (I have had a lot of help.) From my
perspective it may never be complete. This is my
first stab at building a web site and I learn some-
thing each and every time I open the site. . Usually I
learn what not to do. I have a completely new insight
on web sites and tremendous respect for anyone
that produces one of these animals. Our goal for this
site is to get current and informative information out
to all of the departments in the JPFA. We invite you
to visit our site often.

The JPFA Annual Fire School is scheduled
for April 3rd & 4th, 2004 at Kentucky Dam Vil-
lage State Park in Gilbertsville, Kentucky. Mark this
date on your calendar now and make plans to at-
tend. Watch the JPFA web site at www.jpfaky.com
and click on FIRE SCHOOL for additional informa-
tion as it becomes available.

Last, but certainly not least, we would ask
that you remember all of our service personnel
and their families during the holiday season. Many
of our military personnel have arrived back home
and we are grateful for their safe return. Numerous
others are still in Iraq and various other theaters
around the world, facing the constant threat of dan-
ger on a daily basis. Countless other personnel and
their families are facing the prospect of mobilization
in the coming months. Many families are facing the
holiday season without loved ones that have lost their
lives protecting these United States. Keep all of
these personnel and their families in your prayers.
Be ever cognizant of their needs and provide help
and support in any manner that you can.

REMEMBER 911 – WAVE THAT AMERICAN
FLAG GOD BLESS AMERICA – REPEAT THE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE PRAY FOR OUR
SERVICE PERSONNEL

Paul S. Billings
We  Americans of today, together with our allies,

are passing through a period of supreme test.  It is a
test of our courage - of our resolve - of our wisdom -
of our essential democracy.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Treasurer Beverly Brown presented her report in
a new format that is extremely detailed and much
easier to comprehend. The JPFA appreciates her
efforts and her dedication to keeping our finances
straight. Thanks Beverly!

The election of officers for the 2003-2004 year
was conducted with the following results:
President Steven Kyle Paducah FD

1st  VP Lynn Howell Symsonia FD

2nd VP Deb Hartz Fulton FD

Sec. Teresa Gough Clear Springs

Treasurer Beverly Brown Symsonia FD

Sgt. at Arms Luther Ray Symsonia FD

PIO Jim Hartz Fulton FD
Congratulations to all of these personnel on their

selection as officers of the JPFA. They deserve and
will need the help and support of every member of
every department in the JPFA. Good Luck to this
excellent slate of officers.

Out going JPFA President Karen Freeman, of
the Symsonia Fire Department, was presented a
plaque for her dedication and service during the year.
New JPFA President, Steven Kyle, of the Paducah
Fire Department, made the presentation.

The next JPFA meeting is scheduled for
January 6th, 2004 at the Hickman Fire Depart-
ment in Hickman, Kentucky. Mark this date on your
2004 calendar now and plan on being in attendance
at this meeting on the banks of the mighty Missis-
sippi River.

Congratulations are in order for two Fire
Departments in “Far Western Kentucky”. Both
departments have received notification that they will
receive grants from the Federal Fire Act Grant Pro-
gram as of November 6, 2003. In the twentieth round,
Chief Mike Powers and the Viola Fire Department
will receive $63,926.00 for Firefighter Operations
and Firefighter Safety. In round twenty-one, Chief
Jerrial McKenzie and the Water Valley Fire Depart-
ment will receive $58,000.00 for Firefighter Opera-
tions and Firefighter Safety. Congratulations to Chief
Powers and Chief McKenzie and all of their person-
nel on being selected to receive these much-needed

‘Regional Embers’ continued . . .
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Mike Mather – President
article by Woody Will

“Regional Embers” continued on next page

Northern Kentucky Firefighters Association
Bill Berkle - President

Hello from Northern Kentucky, as 2003 is quickly
coming to a close, Chief Dale Harshbarger, Presi-
dent of KFA and his conference committee are busy-
ing preparing for the 2004 Conference which will be
held in Northern Kentucky this year.  We are confi-
dent our members and their families will enjoy visit-
ing the Greater Cincinnati Area with many exciting
things to do and see. 

On October 11th the third Memorial Mass for the
victims of 9-11 and all fallen firefighter and emer-
gency workers was held at Mother of God Church in
Covington.  It was a moving experience for all who
attended, special thanks to Mike Fronimos for head-
ing up this special program.

What a beautiful day in Frankfort for our annual
Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service which I felt was
well attended and a most fitting tribute to our brave
comrades.   I was particularly impressed with the
representation from the families and the dignitaries
who attended and spoke so elegantly.

Congratulations to the Women and Men of the
Hebron Fire Dept who were awarded the Firehouse
of the Year Award for 2003 from Gold Star Chili. 
Hebron received this award from Eighteen nominees
from the Greater Cincinnati Area at a Luncheon held
at Union Terminal in Cincinnati on October 24th. 
Special congratulations to Public Educator Micheal
Fronimos and Fire Chief Dale Harshbarger (KFA
President).

The Fire Departments from Northern Kentucky
have completed a very successful Fire Prevention
Month Program with many Open Houses, School
Programs, Demonstrations at local shopping cen-
ters and community centers.  We are confident our
communities will be safer and better prepared
against any emergency thanks to these life saving
programs. 

We want to wish a very special Holiday Greeting
to all our Friends, Comrades and Emergency Ser-
vice Personnel throughout all of Kentucky.  Merry
Christmas and may 2004 bring all of us the best it
can bring.  GOD BLESS!  BE SAFE!
Vice President
Joseph Stambush

On October 23 the Dixie held its an-
nual Memorial Service and Banquet for its member-
ship.  The purpose for this event is to remember those
who have served in the past and honor those who
have just begun their service.  The remembrance
portion of the program is held at the memorial in front
of the Bowen Training Center.  All the names of mem-
bers of local departments who have passed on are
read and the bell tolls for each department.  When
this concludes everyone moves inside for a fantas-
tic steak meal and fellowship.  At the conclusion of
the meal the names of all of the new members who
have become certified within the last year are read
and they are given a certificate of achievement.  This
year the certificates were handed out by Senator
Virgil Moore and Representative Jimmy Lee .  We
were also able to pull off a surprise to one of our
beloved friends.  Otto Mock was on hand to give his
son Ben his certificate but while we had him front
and center stage the Dixie presented him with a life
time achievement award of a Officer’s Speaking
Bugle for his contribution of training he has given to
the departments in service area 5.  A grand evening
was had by all.

Dixie Firefighters’ KFA Director
Michael E. Hulsey

The Dixie Association wishes to thank Mr.
Woodrow Will on the fine job he has done with this
Newsletter.  Mr. Will has produced a quality piece of
work ever since he took over the task of editor of the
Newsletter.  You will be surely missed.

While I have always believed that there are many
people that can do whatever job is required, it is
going to be very hard to replace Mr. Will.  Woodrow
has worked diligently on the Smoke Signals for sev-
eral years; in fact I believe he and a small core group
resurrected the journal.

Knowing Mr. Will I believe that he will make him-
self available to help whoever takes over, in keep-
ing the Smoke Signals a professional and quality
piece of work.

With Mr. Will’s departure all KFA members should
heed the signal.  In the past year Bryant Styles
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and now Woodrow Will have stepped down from their
duties with the KFA.  The membership needs to re-
alize that the doers of the KFA are getting older and
that we must find some energized young people to
take over.  There is someone out there that can do
every job, sometimes we have to give gentle pushes
for them to realize it, and then we must step back
and let them do their job.
Michael E. Hulsey, Director Dixie FF Assn.

Chaplain’s Corner

The Bumps are What You Climb On
I have a devotional book by Warren Wiersbe with

this title that I have really enjoyed down through the
years.  In my life I have seen a lot of bumps in people’s
lives.  The bumps are the losses of special people,
the heartache of a child gone awry, or the conse-
quences of our own foolish choices.  There are
bumps when we have seemed to fail at some noble
task.  Whatever it is or has been in your life that has
caused a “jar” or a “jolt”  in your apple cart, it doesn’t
have to upset the apple cart to the extent that you
can’t recover.  The bumps are what you climb on.

You know all of us have some kind of bump that
was caused by our own foolishness.  We have made
some pretty bad choices and sometimes it is hard
to recover.  People seem to want to keep us “on the
hook” and always guilty or condemned – until they
are in the same or similar situation.    One of satans
favorite tools is to try to keep us “on the hook”. He
never wants us to forget what we have done.  He
wants to hold it over our heads and even beat us
with it if he can.   Folks we need to understand that
our Heavenly Father is not this way at all.

A friend shared this little story with me that he
received in an e-mail.

There was a little boy visiting his grandparent on
their farm. He was given a slingshot to play with –
out in the woods.  He practiced in the woods, but

‘Chaplin’s Corner’ continued on next page

Green River Firefighters Association
Harvey Henderson, President

Greetings to everyone from the Green River Asso-
ciation.

As with most of you, things have been busy here
in the Green River Area. Several of our member de-
partments have received USFA / FEMA Fire Grants
and we congratulate the other departments in Ken-
tucky that have received grants. We must all con-
tinue to emphasize to our leaders in Washington the
importance of this program.

The Webster County Firefighters held their Fire
School on the Weekend of October 3rd and 4th. The
Webster County High School at Dixon is the site for
this school. We thank the departments that provided
apparatus and equipment for the school and the lead-
ership of the Webster County Association for coor-
dinating the School.

Our neighbors to the west, the Pennyrile Asso-
ciation and Area 2 Fire Rescue Training provided
an excellent school the first weekend of October.
Area 3 was pleased to be involved with Area 3 In-
structor Leon Boarman conducting one of the larger
classes.

Thanks to Area 13, Greg Gray and others that
were involved in hosting the 2nd Annual Fire and EMS
Instructors Weekend in London. We believe this pro-
gram will grow just as the Officers School has grown.
Two Area 3 instructors, Danny Froehlich and Rick
Cox, served as instructors at the School.

We are beginning the process of implementing
the CERT (Community Emergency Response
Teams) program in our Area. Two Train-The-Trainer
programs were held, one in Owensboro and one in
Henderson, with both being well attended. A CERT
community class is already underway in Owensboro.

This program is becoming another good partnership
between our fire departments and Kentucky Emer-
gency Management.  We finished our first Level I
Instructor Methodology Course on November 15th.

We hope everyone is making plans to attend the
2004 Officers School. We thank all those agencies,
organizations and individuals that are providing help
in the organizing and planning of the School. The
Officers School will be held at the Executive Inn
Rivermont in Owensboro on February 27-28-29. The
School will not be a success without you being with
us!

We hope everyone has a great holiday season
and we look forward to seeing you next year!
Harvey Henderson, President
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could never hit the target.  Getting a little discour-
aged, he headed back to dinner.

As he was walking back, he saw Grandma’s pet
duck.  Just out of impulse, he let the slingshot fly, hit
the duck square in the head, and killed it.  He was
shocked and grieved.  In a panic, he hid the dead
duck in the woodpile, only to see his sister watch-
ing.  Diane had seen it all, but she said nothing.

After lunch the next day Grandma said, “Diane,
let’s wash the dishes,” But Diane said, “grandma,
Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen.
“Then she whispered to him, “Remember the duck?”
So Johnny did the dishes.

Later that day, Grandpa asked the children if they
wanted to go fishing and Grandma said, “I’m sorry
but I need Diane to help make supper.”  Diane just
smiled and said, “Well that’s OK because Johnny
told me he wanted to help.” She whispered again,
“Remember the duck?”  So Diane went fishing and
Johnny stayed to help.

After several days of Johnny doing both his chores
and Dianes, he finally couldn’t stand it any longer.
He came to Grandma and confessed that he had
killed the duck.  Grandma knelt down gave him a
hug and said, “Sweetheart, I know.  You see, I was
standing at the window and I saw the whole thing.
But because I love you, I forgave you. I was just won-
dering how long you would let Diane make a slave
of you.”

That’s how it is with our Heavenly Father.  Be-
cause He loves us, He forgives us.  He is just wait-
ing for us to repent and to confess to Him and get on
with the life that He has given us.  We are to learn
from our mistakes (sins) and failures and climb to
higher places.

Whatever is in your past, whatever you have done
that the devil or others keeps throwing up in your
face (lying, debt, fear, hatred, anger, unforgiveness,
bitterness, unfaithfulness, sexual sins, etc) whatever
it is, you need to know that God was standing at the
window and saw the whole thing.  He has seen your
whole life.  He just wants you to know that He loves
you and that you are forgiven.  He’s just wondering
how long you will let the devil make a slave of you.

When you turn from  your sin and ask God to for-
give you, He not only forgives but He forgets.   And if
you are holding someone else condemned because
of their past, Jesus says to you, “Judge not, that ye

be not judged.  For with what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged: and with what measure you judged,
you will be judged likewise.  Why do you look at the
stick in your brothers eye when you have a log in
yours?’ Matthew 7:1-3.
The Bumps are What you Climb On.  We all got
bumps.  Let’s climb together.
Stewart Dawson, Chaplain
Lexington Division of Fire

‘Chaplin’s Corner’ continued . . .

Special Event
Central Kentucky Firefighter Competition

The proceeds from this event will go to help two de-
partments purchase updated trucks.

When: Saturday April 24, 2004
Where: Bourbon County Fairgrounds

Paris, Kentucky
Team Entry Fee: $150.00 due by February 15

Teams consist of 5 members from the same de-
partment.  50 teams will be accepted.  Competition
consists of Stair Climb w/Hotel Pack, Hose Hoist,
Forcible Entry, Hose Advance, and Victim Rescue.
Each team will receive an event T-Shirt, evening
meal, goodie bag, trophies, raffles will be held and
door prizes will be awarded after the pig roast.

Other Items of Interest
Farm & Home Safety Program

Kentucky Department of Ag
Bourbon County Fair Clowns

Bullard Educational Program/Thermal Imagers
Smoke House/Sparky the Fire Dog

Fire/EMS Vendors
Color Guard

Bagpipes & Drum Corp
Antique Fire Trucks

New Apparatus Displays

For more information contact Vicki Fryman Event
Coordinator at 800-444-3473 from 7 AM - 3:30 PM.
After 4 PM 859-987-1758

When we are in need of wisdom
In the swift rush of great events, we find ourselves

groping to know the full sense and meaning of these
times in which we live.  In our quest of understand-
ing, we beseech God’s guidance.

Dwight D. Eisenhower



88888 KFA Smoke Signals IIKFA Smoke Signals IIKFA Smoke Signals IIKFA Smoke Signals IIKFA Smoke Signals II

LLLLLETTERETTERETTERETTERETTER     TOTOTOTOTO     THETHETHETHETHE E E E E EDITORDITORDITORDITORDITOR

Dear Sir:
I would like to submit to the Smoke Signal a

few thoughts in appreciation for my inclusion as
an inductee in the first “KFA HALL OF FAME.”
Certainly I can think of many whom have con-
tributed to the fire service in manners that would
dwarf mine. I would certainly identify the other
recipients in that category.

There are many highlights for me in my ca-
reer and I would not take the space here to iden-
tify them all and I probably would leave some-
thing or someone out. However, becoming a mem-
ber of Paducah Fire Department facilitated ev-
erything else that followed and that certainly is a
highlight worth mentioning. Also, my tenure with
Kentucky Fire/Rescue Training was a tremen-
dous highlight. That was the avenue that gave me
an opportunity to associate with fire and EMS
folk across the state.

Kentucky Fire/Rescue Training has had many
Directors and Coordinators and all have done a
splendid job. I think that we made tremendous
gains under Steve Calhoun because of the solid
association he welded with the KFA, Fire Com-
mission, and the people in upper levels of KCTCS.
But most of all the manner in which he interacted
with the coordinators and their response to his
leadership. So that would make his coming to
KFRT a recognizable highlight.

The years I spent with The Kentucky Profes-
sional Firefighters, and Kentucky Firefighters As-
sociation, Jackson Purchase Firefighters Asso-
ciation, and the Kentucky EMT Instructors Asso-
ciation in some leadership role, are on the list of
greater highlights of my career.

I want to thank the Gerald Stewarts, Karen
Freeman’s, and Charlie Shaw’s, and each and
every individual with whom I made contact, for
the years of wine and roses and the way we were.
I have had persons who came my way for only a
day and contributed much to the good pleasures
of my life. To everyone of you - “Thanks For More
Than Just One Day.”
Pat Trevathan

EEEEEDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL O O O O OPPORPPORPPORPPORPPORTUNITIESTUNITIESTUNITIESTUNITIESTUNITIES

FIRE FIGHTER I & II PREP REVIEW CLASS
SCHEDULED FOR LONDON

State Fire/Rescue Training Area - 13 will be host-
ing an I.F.S.A.C. Fire Fighter I & Fire Fighter II re-
view class for testing purposes. The first session of
review is schedule for Jan. 06, 2004 with additional
session scheduled for every Tuesday & Thursday
night for the remainder of the month. Session will
start at 6:00PM and will be offered at the Training
Center in London.

It is recommended that if you plan to take advan-
tage of this review opportunity that you purchase:
“Essentials of Fire Fighting” 4th Edition from
I.F.S.T.A., along with the Study Guide for 4th Edition
of Essentials of Fire Fighting.

For additional information or to register, please
feel free to Contact: Coordinator Greg Gray @ 606-
862-0318 or 888-234-0100.

Kentucky Officers School
Hosted by Green River FF Assn.

Owensboro KY
This event is the annual premiere Officers

School of the Commonwealth.  It offers some of the
most state-of-the art training available anywhere.
This year’s school will be held February 27-29 at
the Executive Inn in Owensboro.  For more informa-
tion contact the Area 3 office at 888-306-8015.  The
hotel will fill up quickly so make plans no to attend.

Dixie Fire School
Hosted by the Dixie FF Assn.

Elizabethtown KY
The Dixie Fire School will be held March 5 - 7,

2004 in Elizabethtown.  Class sizes are limited on
each class and will fill up quickly.  In region only early
bird registration has already begun.  State wide bro-
chures will go out by mid January and this should
prove to be a record year in attendance.  A new class
for the Dixie will be the NFPA 1403 live burn class.
This class is not about being in a live burn but about
conducting live burns.  This class will meet the Fire
Commissions new requirement for fire service in-
structor recertification.  Don’t miss this opportunity
to upgrade your instructor skills.
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Fairdealing-Olive fire District
The Fairdealing-Olive Fire Protection District,

Marshall County, has taken delivery of a 2003 Cen-
tral States Fire Apparatus.  The unit is mounted on a
Freightliner M-2 chassis with a Detroit Diesel MBE-
900, 300 H.P. engine and an Allison EVS 3000 trans-
mission.  The M-2 cab is constructed of aluminum.

The body is constructed of stainless steel with
roll-up compartment doors.  The Hale Q-pac pump
is supplied by a 1250 gallon UPF Poly Tank.  The
rear step compartment is equipped with a 10” dump
valve.  A 2-1/2” direct tank fill is provided on the rear
of the body.  A 5000 watt Honda generator powers
the two 500 watt flood lights and the body mounted
110 volt plugs.

Body lighting, compartment lighting, FMVSS
lighting and warning lights are all Weldon products.
This was selected to reduce the inventory of replace-
ment parts.  The lower warning light package is
Weldon’s LED lighting system.

The unit is provided with an Akron deck gun and
two (2) 1 3/4” cross lays.  This allows the unit to per-
form a dual role as either a tanker or an attack pumper
upon arrival at the scene.

Under the direction of Chief John Smith,
Fairdealing Olive covers a diverse area from farm
land to high value homes and resorts, in the area of
Land between the Lakes region.

A love of Country
I therefore believe it is my duty to my Country to

love it; to support its Constitution; to obey its laws; to
respect its flag, and to defend it against all enemies.

William TWilliam TWilliam TWilliam TWilliam Tyler Pyler Pyler Pyler Pyler Pageageageageage

Decorated Soldier Hometown Firefighter
By Chief Tom Pelle, Campbell Co. FPD 1

In the picture above, the Campbell County Fire
District 1 firefighter stands with his hand on the con-
trols of the engine, and looks back over his shoulder
at the camera.  But wait!  That’s not the uniform of
District 1 he’s wearing, and that sure doesn’t look
like one of District 1’s engines!

That’s Staff Sergeant Don Chandler, at the time
serving in A Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry, U.S.
Army, and the engine is one that he and his squad
“liberated” from one of Saddam Hussein’s palace
complexes in Baghdad.  In the “Improvise-Adapt-
Overcome” spirit of firefighters everywhere, he’s
using the engine to provide showers for the troops.

Sergeant Chandler started his fire service ca-
reer in 1987 as a cadet, and later as a firefighter,
with the Silver Grove Volunteer Fire Department,
which is now part of Campbell County Fire District
1.  He later decided to make the U.S. Army his ca-
reer, and has been serving for 16 years.  While serv-
ing in the Army, he remains involved in the fire ser-
vice by joining the local volunteer department wher-
ever he is stationed.  Upon his retirement from the
Army, he says he intends to pick back up where he
left off, serving at the Silver Grove station, where he
visited his firefighting colleagues a couple of weeks
ago.  He was back home on leave for a few days
from his base at Ft. Stewart, GA, where he was sent
to recuperate from wounds that he received not long
after this photo was taken.

On or about April 7, Chandler was wounded in
the arm and leg by grenade fragments.  This occurred

‘Chandler’ continued on next page
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when Chandler and his squad were sent to block
the movement of an Iraqi column moving Southward
from Baghdad.  During the operation they came un-
der heavy fire.

Chandler’s actions during this fire fight earned
him the Purple Heart, but also a Bronze Star with a
‘V’ for valor.

The citation described how Chandler led his
squad to block the enemy column, in the process
destroying 12 enemy vehicles.  “He continued to hold
his position and lead his squad throughout the day
from an exposed position” reads the award recom-
mendation.  In that battle, Sgt. Chandler directed two
fire missions using the mortar platoon, and took out
at least 20 enemy soldiers who had taken up posi-
tions in a building.

Besides his service in the latest Gulf War, Chan-
dler has served in many other hot spots over the
years, including the 1991 Gulf War, in Somalia, and
in Afghanistan.  In a few years he looks forward to
participating in firefights of a different kind.

 KFA “Hall of Fame”
Committee

Nomination forms for the 2nd class of the KFA
“Hall of Fame” will be distributed soon after the first
of the year.  Look for applications in this newsletter,
at the KFA web-page, and in your mail.

Any questions please contact any committee
member.

NaNaNaNaNational tional tional tional tional VVVVVolunteerolunteerolunteerolunteerolunteer
Fire CouncilFire CouncilFire CouncilFire CouncilFire Council

Ken Nipper, Director   Bryant Stiles, Alternate
Joe Stambush has been named as one of the

three persons who will represent the NVFC to the
USFA. They will develop the criteria for selecting de-
partments to receive FEMA Fire Prevention Grants.

Of particular note is the fact that Kentucky de-
partments were granted 3 of the 60 John Deere
Gators that were presented by United States Smoke-
less Tobacco Company (USSTC). USSTC program
management told me at the Little Rock meeting that
they will offer 75 Gators next year. These units are
quite expensive and very well equipped. Ask Charlie
Shaw.

Also of note is that the NVFC Board budgeted
$25,000.00 to investigate IRS tax law changes that
are necessary to offer a national Length of Service
Award Program (LOSAP). Administrative costs ne-
gate the advantages of LOSAP programs to local
departments. A national program could be very ben-
eficial to them in recruiting and retaining members.

The NVFC is heavily involved in the development
of the NFPA EMS Guide (NFPA 450) and the Na-
tional Highway Transportation Safety Administration
(NHTSA) Core Content Group for the 2010 EMS
Curriculum. The NFPA EMS Guide is in the final
“Comment” period and has been well received to
date.

I still chair the NVFC EMS committee and sit on
the bylaws, and WMD/Terrorism committees. As a
result I am involved in many of the NVFC activities,
so, if anyone has any comments or questions re-
garding the NVFC, I would appreciate a call or cor-
respondence from them.
Ken Knipper

COMMEMORATIVE FIRE
SERVICE PRINTS

Are you looking for that “Special” Christmas gift for
that “Special” firefighter in your life?

HAVE I GOT A DEAL FOR YOU!
For just $99.95 you can own a piece of Kentucky Fire

Fighting history for that “SPECIAL” someone, your office,
your home or your fire department and at the same time
you can support the future of the Kentucky Fire Service.

Order your set of four (4) beautiful  18" x 24"  color ,
signed and numbered commemorative fire service prints by
Chas Fagan, renowned fire service artist.

$99.95 per set of four prints
$6.00 KY. sales tax

(Or a copy of your tax exempt ID #)
$3.95 shipping & handling

CONTACT PAUL S. BILLINGS
223 FOURTH STREET, FULTON, KY.

270-472-1340 HOME
270-472-1423 FULTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

EMAIL - pmbillings@ziggycom.net
CALL TODAY FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY
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Fireman Joe Says:
      It is difficult for me to believe we are
closing another year and I wonder where
has the time gone and hopefully the time
has been used to maximize the efforts
of our Fire and Life Safety Programs.  I

honestly feel our Risk Watch Program is a success to
this point, our county teams and the fire departments
throughout all of Kentucky have begun this project with
great expectations and much success.

We want to expand the Program and provide assis-
tance for ten counties for the 2004-2005 school year.  
We will offer enough materials for each county to do
twenty classrooms, which includes curriculum and
workbooks.  We of course will offer technical assis-
tance, workshops, and help guide each county through
the beginning process.  It is our hope by starting small
we can build a strong coalition team, which will expand
the classrooms, find resources for materials and advo-
cate aids to supplement the process.   I continue to be
amazed with how well received Risk Watch has been
to our schools and communities.  I know many of our
fire departments are doing admirable work with fire and
life safety training but this program is so comprehen-
sive, not only providing fire but life safety training in all
areas of critical growth of our children.

 I want to thank my coalition team who has worked
so hard to bring Risk Watch to Kentucky.  They are con-
stantly looking and working to find ways of obtaining
resources and materials for the CMT.  We have many
outstanding support agencies who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the project in 2003.  Sharon
Rengers from Highway Safety Dept Child Safety Seat
Program - Support and materials,  Bob Douglas, Ky
Crime Prevention Coalition - Support and Materials, 
Safe Kids of Kentucky, Kentucky Fire Commission, Ky
Firefighters Assn, Ky Professional FF’s, American Red
Cross and Ky Injury Prevention Research Center at UK.

We want 2004 to be the big step we take to really
bring Risk Watch farther into Kentucky than ever be-
fore.  Please help make this happen by seeing how and
what you can do to make Risk Watch work in your Com-
munity.

Of course I want to wish all my brothers and sisters
the happiest of Holiday Season, may God continue to
bless us and keep us safe!

Fireman Joe

Passing of an Old Friend
By Woody Will

In April of this year the fire service lost a friend
and great champion.  Don Smith was a friend of mine
and did a lot to help departments all over the state.
He was one of about 5 people who wrote House Bill
4 that later amended Chapter 75 to add section 400
which made all our nonprofit fire departments in the
state legal entities.  Now I guess one would say
Woody why are you now writing something about
Don.  It has been 7 months and you have been si-
lent.  I was waiting for one of the Jefferson County
people who knew him far better than I to say a few
words about Don.  However, He was my friend and I
am proud to remember him.  He loved South Dixie
Fire Department with a passion.  I know that because
I would tease him every now and then about various
aspects of Jefferson Co. and he would always agree
with a lot of kidding but not about South Dixie.

He loved his family and grandchildren greatly and
after his retirement spent most of his time loving them.
Don will be missed and remembered.  Below Don
is pictured with Glenn Sharrard acepting money for
the WHAS Crusade for Children May 13, 1970.
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Keeping you Up-to-Date
by Woody Will

By the time this paper goes to press the hearing
on 401 KAR 63:005 Open Burning will have already
taken place (November 26, 2003). I will add the
changes you may be interested in below.

I bring this up not to panic anyone because I am
not sure if this will harm anyone’s training program. I
bring this up to remind you that someone will need
to step forward and keep you informed about
changes in KAR and KRS that effect the fire ser-
vice.  I am on EPA’s mailing list so I am made aware
of possible changes that will have an impact on the
fire service.  Smitty and Gerald are both talking about
getting out of the business of being your watchdog.
Believe me there are those in Frankfort who will eat
your lunch in a heartbeat if you don’t have someone
you trust doing it for you.  There are only so many
dollars to go around do you want some one else tak-
ing the money that should go to the fire service and
spending it on roads?  Get involved, step out and
make sure your part of the Commonwealth does not
get left behind.

Section 1 Definitions (3) “Fire Training” means
the instruction of industrial, public, and private fire-
fighters conducted in accordance with safety stan-
dards and procedures as accepted by the Kentucky
Fire Commission.

Section 5. Requires that burning debris piles
must 2 (a) Have adequate fire lanes to allow access
to fire and emergency vehicles and heavy equip-
ment.

Section 8. Procedures for Fire Training.  Burn-
ing conducted in conjunction with training for public,
private and industrial firefighters is subject to the fol-
lowing criteria: (1) All fire training shall be conducted
in accordance with safety standards and procedures
as accepted by the Kentucky Fire Commission.  (2)
Any entity intending to conduct fire training shall
submitt written notification  to the local Division of
Air Quality regional office a minimum of 15 days prior
to the scheduled training.  The written notification
shall state the location and date of the proposed fire
training, the name and contact information for the
on-site training coordinator, the goals and objectives
of the training, and a brief summary of what is to be
taught.  No fire training shall take place without the
Division for Air Quality’s written approval.  (3) Any

2nd Annual Kentucky Fire & E.M.S.
Instructor’s Weekend a

BIG SUCCESS
State Fire/Rescue Training and Kentucky Fire

Commission hosted the 2nd Annual Kentucky Fire
& E.M.S. Instructor’s Weekend in London, Oct. 11th
& 12th. With over 200 instructors & instructor candi-
dates taking advantage of this training opportunity. 

It was the goal of this educational opportunity to
bring fire and emergency service instructors together
for a weekend of training that was designed exclu-
sively for them. It was the intent of this training ses-
sions to advance the scope of instruction for all who
attended. It provided the necessary tools to keep up
with the ever demanding needs and changes for
those who are training our frontline defense for,
homeland security, firefighting, E.M.T.’s, and all other
first responders.

There were 8 classes offered over the weekend,
with 2 classes being offered for the very first time in
Kentucky as Train the Trainers. The 1403 “Live Fire
Training” and Kentucky’s very own Emergency Ve-
hicle Operations. I understand that as soon as the E
& E Committee and The Fire Commission pass the
new curriculum Greg Gray will be mailing out CD’s
and the instructor manuals. Other class that were
offered were, Basic Computers & Intro. to Power

 continued on next page . . .

materials commonly known to contain asbestos shall
not be burned unless the entity conducting the fire
training can demonstrate that the materials do not
contain asbestos.  (4) Materials likely to produce
hazardous toxic emissions must be removed prior
to the fire training event, to the extent practicable,
and properly disposed.  (5) Entities conducting fire
training shall be limited to one burning event related
to training per year for every ten firefighters under
their supervision.  (6) Between May 1 and Septem-
ber 30, fire training shall not be conducted in any
counties, or portions of counties, which are, or were
previously, designated moderate nonattainment for
ozone, or designated, or previously designated,
nonattainment for the 8-hour ozone or PM2.5 (particu-
late matter) national ambient air quality standard,
pursuant to 401 KAR 51:010.  Again I did not pro-
vide this information to in any way alarm you but
mearly to inform you.
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‘USFA’ continued on next page

‘Big Success’ continued . . .

Point, PowerPoint & Delivery Presentation, Teach-
ing to Fire & Emergency Services, I’m an Instructor
What’s Next, Haz-Mat Operation Practicum, and 40
new instructor candidates gave up back to back
weekends to start their pursuit to become a Level I
Instructor.

Coordinator Greg Gray would like to say
THANKS to Steve Calhoun, Ronnie Day, all the co-
ordinators and all the Fire Commission for there
support of this event. A big thank you goes out to
Duane Suttles and the AREA - 9 field staff who pre-
pared the meal Saturday evening. If you missed the
meal Saturday night, you missed out on the best
steak & chicken meal that I’ve eaten. Thanks to, last
but certainly not least, all the dedicated instructors
that took another weekend away from your homes
and families to try to better yourself as an instructor,
which will benefit your department and community.

Plans for the 3rd Annual Kentucky Fire and E.M.S.
Instructor’s Weekend have already started. If you
would like to see a particular class or have any ideas
to make it a better weekend you can share them
with Greg by calling 888-234-0100 or by e-mailing
him at sfrt13@kih.net.

FEMA SPECIAL REVIEW OF FIRE-
FIGHTER TRAINING UNCOVERS
WAYS TO REDUCE THE RISK OF
TRAGIC OUTCOMES

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A technical spe-
cial report on the risks of firefighting training and ways
to reduce deaths and injuries is being released by
the Department of Homeland Security’s Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) today.
The special report underscores the inherent danger
of such training but reiterates the importance of ex-
perience gained in real, rather than closely controlled
training fires.

“It’s important that fire departments train firefight-
ers in as close to actual conditions as possible while
also protecting them in the process,” said Michael
D. Brown, Homeland Security Under Secretary for
Emergency Preparedness and Response. “This
special report highlights how this challenge can be
met by the nation’s fire service educators and train-
ers.”

The review, compiled by the U.S. Fire Administra-
tion (USFA), also highlights the importance of fol-
lowing currently accepted procedures and standards
to avoid training deaths and injuries and the need
for instructors to avoid situations for which the stu-
dents are not yet prepared.

The challenge is very real. Since 1987, reported
training-related injuries have increased by nearly 21
percent. In 2001 alone, almost 7,000 training-related
injuries were reported. That year, a firefighter died
and two were injured while participating in a live burn
training situation.

At the same time, live fire training buildings and
simulators fed by propane or natural gas have many
built-in safety features but may not provide the same
quality of realism as live fire training in acquired struc-
tures. The training buildings, for example, fail to teach
students to react to the diverse conditions encoun-
tered in real fire operations.

In addition, the need to provide training in situa-
tions other than fires, such as hazardous material
incidents, increases the danger to participants. In
1997, for example, a member of a unit training to
respond to a chemical incident was overcome by a
nerve agent and needed to be administered an an-
tidote to stop the seizures.

“Safe and effective - but realistic - firefighter train-
ing is vital to meet our mission of preserving life and
property,” said US Fire Administrator R. David
Paulison. “This special report reviews training issues,
tragic mistakes of the past and determines ways fire-
related training can be safer but effective.”

Other lessons learned cited in the special report
include:
• It is increasingly important that firefighters receive
training in fire behavior and extinguishment meth-
ods for different types of buildings;
• Modern protective equipment may make life-
threatening fire conditions less obvious and firefight-
ers must be trained to recognize the visual and physi-
cal clues to impending danger;
• During training, a firefighter’s physical stress level
should be monitored continuously and departments
should consider stronger physical screening pro-
grams and long-term health and wellness programs
to reduce training-related heart attacks and strokes.
• USFA develops technical reports on selected
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major incidents, usually involving multiple deaths or
a large loss of property. USFA also prepares peri-
odic special reports to discuss events, drills or new
technologies or tactics of interest to the fire service.
The focus is on “lessons learned” or new knowledge
that underscores ongoing issues in fire service.
These reports provide detailed information on the
nature of the fire problem in this country for
policymakers who decide resource allocations, and
within the fire service to improve codes and code
enforcement, training, public fire education and build-
ing technology. This special report was based on
meetings, informal interviews and a study of a wide
array of fire training literature.

A copy of the full report can be found at:
www.usfa.fema.gov/applications/publications/
tr100.shtm

On March 1, 2003, FEMA became part of the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security. FEMA’s con-
tinuing mission within the new department is to lead
the effort to prepare the nation for all hazards and
effectively manage federal response and recovery
efforts following any national incident. FEMA also
initiates proactive mitigation activities, trains first re-
sponders, and manages Citizen Corps, the National
Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Admin-
istration.

IFSAC Report
by Woody Will

I reported in the October issue about our
additional levels of accreditation.  I have

been getting calls about how the process will work
for the new additional levels of certification.  We are
currently at a basic standstill for issuing additional
levels of certification.  By the time you read this we
will be much closer to issuing the new levels.  On
December 4th when the Fire Commission meets
they will be voting on the new policy manual that will
bring all of this new certification process into being.
It’s kind of like the question which came first the
chicken or the egg?  I decided to get the process
approved by IFSAC first so that if I had to change a
policy because of the way they wanted us to do busi-
ness I would only have to go before the Fire Com-
mission one time instead of going to the commis-
sion then to IFSAC and then back to the commis-
sion for any final changes.

Beginning in January the testing procedures will
be changing.  The Fire Commission will be sending
out a testing schedule for Haz Mat Awareness & Ops
as well as Firefighter I & II in early January.  It is the
commissions intent to have one test in each area of
the state as close to a 12 month schedule as is pos-
sible.  It may take closer to 15 months to get it all in
but the goal is to get each area tested as soon as
possible.

The new certifications Airport Firefighter, Fire
Instructor, Driver Operator Pumper, and Driver Op-
erator Mobile Water Supply will happen as part of a
class.  The process will be as follows:

Fire Instructor - A firefighter wanting an inter-
national certificate must first meet Kentucky require-
ments (see Fire Commission Web Site) and com-
plete the new 30 hour Instructional Methodology
course and all required skill sheets.  The local coor-
dinator schedules a written test.  Candidates appli-
cation, skill sheets, and written test answer sheets,
and $15.00 check made out to KCTCS are sent in
for grading and processing.  The certificates will take
between 2 to 4 weeks to be returned to the indi-
vidual.

Driver Operator Pumper/Mobile Water Sup-
ply - A firefighter wanting an international certificate
must first meet Kentucky driver requirements and
complete the new 12 hour Drivers Training course,
complete the take home skill sheet, attend the new
16 hour Pumper Operator course and all required
skill sheets.  The local coordinator schedules a writ-
ten test.  Candidates application, skill sheets, and
written test answer sheets, and $30.00 check made
payable to KCTCS are sent in for grading and pro-
cessing.  The certificates will take between 2 to 4
weeks to be returned to the individual.

Airport Firefighter - This program is still in pri-
mary development and will require special location
to test.  If you are interested in this certification con-
tact me at 888-234-7201.

All in all the certification program is moving along
nicely.  It is our intent for you to become internation-
ally certified at your own pace, locally available, and
requiring as little inconvenience to you as is pos-
sible.  Future plans are for a needs assessment for
international Certification for Ariel Apparatus Opera-
tor, Fire Officer, Public Fire Educator, Fire Inspec-
tor.
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Cooking remains
leading cause of
home fires, NFPA

data show
November 12, 2003 – Year after year, hundreds

of people are killed and thousands are injured as a
result of one of humankind’s most essential and plea-
surable activities: cooking. The pursuit of a home-
cooked meal remains the leading cause of home
fires and fire injuries, according to new data from
the NFPA (National Fire Protection Association).

As the holidays bring a heightened emphasis on
cooking, the NFPA wants to get the word out that
people can enjoy a safe holiday — if they stay at the
stove while they’re preparing hot food. In six out of
seven incidents in a study of home cooking fires,
ignition occurred while the cook was out of the
kitchen.

In 1999, the latest year for which statistics are
available, there were 96,200 home structure fires
attributed to cooking equipment, including 1,800 fires
confined to a cooking vessel. These fires resulted in
331 civilian deaths, 4,183 civilian injuries, and
$511.3 million in direct property damage. Three out
of four home cooking fires involve the range. And
two-thirds of the time, according to one study, the
fires start within the first 15 minutes of cooking.

“Cooking fires remain one of the toughest prob-
lems we face,” said John R. Hall Jr., Ph.D., of
NFPA’s Fire Analysis and Research Division. “We
have made less headway in preventing cooking fires
than in preventing other kinds of home fires.”

Home fires have been declining—but those as-
sociated with cooking have been declining at a much
slower rate. For example, home cooking fires de-
clined by 29 percent from 1980 to 1999, but home
fires in general went down by 49 percent. Deaths
from home cooking fires declined 21 percent during
that period, but total civilian home fire deaths
dropped 44 percent. And while injuries from home
cooking fires went down 7 percent in those two de-
cades, total civilian home fire injuries fell 19 percent.
A study of 45 unattended-cooking fires in New
Zealand, done by the New Zealand Fire Service in
1998, showed that distraction and forgetfulness

were the key reasons why devices intended to warm
up food ended up starting a fire. About half the time,
the study found, the cook was in another room, typi-
cally because he or she forgot that something was
cooking or was distracted by children, phone calls,
visitors, television or other interruptions. In eight fires,
the cook was outside the house. In 14 fires, the cook
was off the property (in eight cases having forgotten
that something was cooking).

People often try to put out cooking fires on their
own, and more than half of non-fatal cooking fire in-
juries occurred while fighting the fire. (That contrasts
with total home fires, in which firefighting is involved
in only one-third of non-fatal injuries.) With cooking
fires, the safest response is not what may first come
to mind. Using a fire extinguisher or applying water
risk splattering and spreading the fire. A safer choice
is to smother the fire by covering a pan with a lid or
closing the oven door.
The NFPA advises these safety steps during cook-
ing:
√ Don’t leave cooking food unattended.
√ Roll up sleeves and don’t wear loose clothing.
√ Ban children and pets from a three-foot “safe

zone” around the stove.
√ Keep pot handles turned in to avoid spills
√ Keep pot holders, dish towels, food packaging

and other clutter off the stovetop.
√ Clean cooking equipment; built-up grease can

catch fire.
NFPA has been a worldwide leader in providing

fire, electrical, building, and life safety to the public
since 1896. The mission of the international nonprofit
organization is to reduce the worldwide burden of
fire and other hazards on the quality of life by provid-
ing ad advocating scientifically-based consensus
codes and standards, research, training and edu-
cation. NFPA headquarters is located in Quincy, MA,
USA.

Our ancestors established their system of gov-
ernment on morality and religious sentiment.  Moral
habits, they believed, cannot safely be trusted on any
other foundation than religious principle, nor any
government be secure which is not supported by
moral habits.... Whatever makes men good Chris-
tians, makes them good citizens.
- Daniel Webster, at the bicentennial celebration of the land-
ing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock,  December 22, 1820
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10-33 EQUIPMENT, INC.
Craig and Teri Hiser

540 Peterson Rd • Cave City, KY 42127
877-678-1033      270-453-3473

Fax 270-453-3474
Web site: www.10-33.com

Advanced Fire & Rescue
Equipment Co. Inc.

Nick Gapinski
6633 Springvale Court

Newburg, IN  47630
800-853-7675   Fax 812-853-7676

Akron Brass Company
Jeff Benson
P.O. Box 86

Wooster, OH  44691
216-264-5678

Voice mail: 800-228-1161  Box 3507

Bluegrass Fire Equipment
John Baker

P.O. Box 23174
Lexington, KY 40523

800-526-8393
Fax 859-233-1167

Camp Safety of Louisville
David Joels

3707 Bardstown Rd • Suite 7
Louisville, KY  40218

502-479-8005
Fax 502-479-8002

Commonwealth
Communication Systems, Inc.

Deborah Tomlin
2347 Fortune Court • Suite 101

Lexington, KY 40509
859-293-1675   Fax 859-299-8130

Kentucky Firefighters Association Sustaining Members
Please remember these members when you have purchasing needs.

Comtronics Industrial
Communication Systems

David Fried
2456 Fortune Drive

Lexington, KY 40509
800-264-6021   Fax 859-299-9334

Dill’s Fire & Safety
Equipment Company, Inc.

Kentucky Regional Manager
Tony Johnson

www.dillsfire.com
800-624-1964   Fax 304-273-3463

Division of
Emergency Management

Malcolm Franklin
EOC Bldg. Boone Center

Frankfort, KY  40601
502-564-8682   Fax 502-654-6251

Emergency One
Bob Burns

629 Shelby Street
Lexington, KY  40505

800-444-3473   Fax 859-255-5536

Emergency Equipment
Mike Brady

P.O. Box 75321
Cincinnati, OH  45275

859-371-7001   Fax 859-371-7003

Emergency Service
Insurance Program

Peter Feid
20 Church Street

Cortland, NY  13045
800-822-3747   Fax 607-756-5051

EMS USA
Chip Brake
P.O. Box 99

Shepherdsville, KY  40165
800-264-2401   Fax 502-543-5032

Fire Apparatus DIV SDC
Bob Stark

8009 Beulah Church Road
Louisville, KY  40291

502-239-3120

Fire Department
Service & Supply

Al Sutt
P.O. Box 20207

Louisville, KY  40250
800-321-6965   Fax 502-491-1487

Gall’s
Phil Scheible

2470 Paulmbo Dr • P.O. Box 5465
Lexington, KY  40555

800-477-7766

High Tech Rescue
James Riddle, Jr.

250 Rockbridge Road
Shelbyville, KY  40065

888-848-6144
Local 502-633-0149 Fax 502-633-0659

Hilliard Enhanced
Learning Programs (HELP)

Mike Hilliard
www.4-help.org

Email: firecds@cs.com
502-291-4357    Fax 502-228-4357

Jack L. Slagle Fire Equipment • Jack Slagle
Main Office: 1100 Bill Tuck Hwy, S Boston, VA  24592
P 434-575-7905   1-800-446-8896   F  434-572-3373

E-Mail: slaglefire@slaglefire.com
WebSite: www.slaglefire.com

Branch Office: 1818 Old Dunbar Rd
Cayce (W. Columbia), SC 29171

P 1-803-791-4555    F 1-803-739-2327

Kentucky Fire Commission - State Fire/Rescue Training
KCTCS

Director of Fire Commission Ronnie Day
2750 Research Park Dr. - Barn Annex • P.O. Box 14092 • Lexington, KY 40512

(800) 782-6823      (859) 246-3484 Fax
The mission of the Fire Commission is to strengthen, upgrade and improve
the fire service for the citizens and industry of the commonwealth through
standardized education, training, communication and distribution of funds.
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Kentucky State Fire Marshal
Dave Manley

1047 US 127 South
Frankfort, KY 40601

502-564-3626   Fax 502-564-6799

Louis & Henry Group
Joy DeMoss

101 South Eighth Street
Louisville, KY  40202

502-589-5010   Fax 502-584-2820

Ambulance Billing Specialist
MCA Incorporated

Tara Hardwick
845 4th Avenue • Suite 405

Huntington, WV 25701
800-676-4785   Fax 304-522-4222

MCAWV.COM

McCord Emergency Lighting
Mike McCord

525 Brookwater
Lexington, KY  40515

859-271-4311   Fax 859-273-1511

McCoy Miller
Brad Conover - Randy Herron

108 Ronaldson Court
Campbellsville, KY 42718

270-465-7642   Fax 270-384-5328

Kentucky Firefighters Association Sustaining Members
Please remember these members when you have purchasing needs.

MSA
Mark Gustafson

5404 Seaton Lane
Louisville, KY 40291

Phone/Fax 502-239-7223

Orr Safety
Dave Goldsmith
P.O. Box 16326

Louisville, KY  40258
800-669-1677

Fax 800-800-6774

Parr Emergency
Products Sales, Inc.

Lisa Wright
P.O. Box 300

Gallaway, OH 43119
800-282-7904   Fax 614-878-3779

Public Safety
Equipment Company, Inc.

Dennis Downes
9616 Seaton Brooke Lane

Louisville, KY 40291
502-239-2006   Fax 502-239-3322

Rugged Wear
Debrah Winkle

206 Big Hill Avenue
Richmond, KY 40475

606-623-1135

Service Plus
Jim Davis

P.O. Box 673
Winchester, KY 40392

Phone/Fax 859-744-5949

Southeastern
Emergency Equipment

Rob Waller
P.O. Box 1196

Wake Forest, NC 27588
800-334-6656   Fax 888-556-1048

Summit Fire Apparatus
Joe Messmer

P.O. Box 17128
Edgewood, KY 41017

859-331-0360   Fax 859-331-0399

Survivar Inc.
Gary Gray

3001 S. Susan Street
Santa Ann, CA 92704

714-545-0410   Fax 714-850-0299

Throughbred
Air Systems, Inc.

Mike Stone
208 Westmoreland Way

Lexington, KY 40324
Phone/Fax 502-863-6442

Vogelpohl Fire Equipment, Inc.
William Vogelpohl

2756 Circleport Drive
Erlanger, KY 41018

800-797-8317   Fax 859-282-1550

Wynn Fire Equipment
Charles & Kathy Wynn

P.O. Box 269
Woodbine, KY 40771

606-523-9269   Fax 606-523-0591

Public Entity Insurance Inc.
Roeding Group Companies
2525 Harrodsburg Rd • Suite 220

Lexington, KY 40504
Toll Free 1-888-696-9620

Fax 859-296-4583

You could
advertise

Here!

To advertise in this space
in the next issue of
Smoke Signals II . . .

contact Melanie Hillard
at 502-291-4357

Kentucky Public
Entity Programs / VFIS

Steve Sierveld
P.O. Box 17374 • Dixie Branch

Edgewood, KY  41017
800-753-6734    Fax 859-331-4937
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This is a Publication of The Kentucky Firefighters Association.

Editor Melanie Hillard, 287Frontage Road, Cambellsburg, KY 40011
Phone 502-291-4357 or E-Mail at melanie@4-help.org

February issue deadline for submission of articles is January10th, 2004

Kentucky Firefighters Association Membership
Membership in your association is critical to the development of the fire service in this great Common-

wealth.  Please respond to either this form or the one you will receive in the mail!
If you or your department hasn’t taken the time to become a member What are you waiting for?

 Fill out the application below, enclose a check and mail to:
Terry Keller, 237 Ludford Street, Ludlow KY 41016

KFA Membership Application
Please print clearly and indicate the type of membership by checking the box below

Name _________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________ FAX ___________________________________

E-mail _____ ___________________________________________________________________
Department Membership (include check for $75.00) •
Sustaining Membership (include check for $150.00) •
Personal Membership (include check for $25.00) •

Final Farewell
As this issue of Smoke Signals II goes to press I must say good-bye  to you as a reading audience.  I

have enjoyed providing this publication to you.  If I have helped you in some small way to further your quest
to become a better firefighter or person then I have met my objectives.  If I can be of service to you in any way
please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I will try to keep most of the information I think you would want on my
webpage at www.sfrtarea5.org.  I want to thank everyone who helped provide information used in this pa-
per.  May God grant our leaders wisdom as they try to lead us in the future.  Your Friend Woody WillWoody WillWoody WillWoody WillWoody Will


